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in Long Island Sound Embayments



Discussion Overview

1. Unified Water Study (UWS)

Å Study Development

Å Boots on the Water

Å Next Steps

2. Questions/Comments

New England Science & Sailing Foundation UWS Sampler



Long Island Sound Report Card

- Significant 
Overall Water 
Quality 
Improvements

- Bays and 
Harbors Next



Unified Water Study (UWS): Filling in the Gap

https://www.professionaladviser.com/w-images/3d521e61-2d1c-4a5f-a39b-4ec5be4b2b4a/1/bridgegappic-580x358.jpg

- Ample Water Quality Data Exist for LIS Open Waters

- UWS Fills the Margins

UWS



What is the UWS?

- Study Designed to Assess the Ecological Health of            
Long Island Sound Bays and Harbors

- Achievable for Community Water Monitoring Groups

Source: Save the Sound & Dr. Jamie Vaudrey



Arrive on Parameter and Procedure Consensus with Stakeholders

ü Agency Representatives

ü Community Sampling Groups

UWS Study Design: Parameters and Procedures

http://tvdsb.libguides.com/elementary/collaborate

ü Academics

ü Funders

A Collaborative Process! Numerous Webinars & Meetings



UWS Study Design: Parameters

Tier 1

ÅDissolved Oxygen
ÅTurbidity
ÅChlorpophylla
ÅQualitative Macrophytes
ÅTemp. & Salinity

Tier 2

ÅContinuous Dissolved Oxygen
ÅQuantitative Macrophytes
ÅNutrients

6 Month Monitoring Season: May - October

https://landscapelightingguru.com/comparing-landscape-lighting-bids-apples-to-apples/



UWS Tier I & II Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP)

Participating Groups included in EPA-Approved QAPP 
Administered by Save the Sound

UWS Study Design: Data Quality



UWS Study Design: Growth

2015

2016

2017

2018

Å Save the Sound designs and 
coordinates UWS after selected 
by LIS Funders Collaborative to 
release LIS Report Card

Tier I Study piloted by 
3 groups

Tier I Study officially launches:
11 Monitoring Groups

21 Embayments

20 Monitoring Groups
36 Tier I Embayments

Save the Sound pilots Tier II in 
Mamaroneck Harbor & Little 

Neck Bay 

2019

22 Monitoring Groups
37 Tier I Embayments w/13 

Receiving Tier II




